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“ This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he 
desireth a good work. A bishop must then be blameless, the husband 
of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior,.given to hospitality; 
apt to teach ; not given to wine, no striker, not greedy .of filthy lucre, 
but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; one that ruleth.well-in, his 
own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity (for if 
a man know not how to rule his own housé, how shall hé take care 
of the Church of God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted up ‘with pride 
he fall into the condemnation ofthe devil. Moreover, he’must have 
a good report of them which are without, lest he fall into reproach, 
and the snare of the devil.. Likewise must the deacons be grave, not 
double tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre, 
holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And Jet these 
also first be proved ;. then let them use the office of a deacon, being 

_ found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not, slanderers, 
sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one 
wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.” mops 

[have read this that your minds may be refreshed, and that you 
may know how it does read. 
- Instead of my believing for a moment that Paul wished to signify 
to Timothy that he must seléct a man to fill the office of a bisho 
that would have but one wife, I believe directly the reverse ; but his 
advice to Timothy amounts simply to this:—It would not be wise for 
you to ordain a man to the office of a bishop unless he has a wife ; 
you must not ordain a single or unmarried man to that calling. — 


‘ If you will read this chapter carefully, fou will learn the qualificas 


tions necessary for deacons and bishops, and also for their wives.” 
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‘I will simply give my views with regard to this matter, and then 
leave it. 

I have no testimony from the Bible, neither have I from any his- 
tory that I have any knowledge of, that a man was ever prohibited 
in the.church in the days of Paul from taking more than one wife. 
If any historian has knowledge to the contrary, let him make it known 
at a suitable time; but if such was the case it has not come to my 
knowledge. 


_ I will now give you my reasons why it is necessary that a bishop 
should have a wife, not but that he may have more than one wife. 
In the first place he is (or should be) like a father to his ward, or to 
the people over whom he presides, and a good portion of his time is 
occupied among them. Still he does not wish to be bound up, or 
flooded with cares of this world, so but that he can officiate in his 
office, and magnify it to acceptance. 


The office of a bishop is in his ward, and when he finds a man that 
is doing a good business as a farmer or a tradesman, and who has 
plenty around him, and is erage haw | his tithing, he has no busi- 

ing that man has to pay for the 
benefit of the kingdom of God; his business is more particularily in 
the houses of widows and orphans, and he is called to administer to 
them in righteousnes, like a father. 


Paul, knowing through observation, and his own experience, the 
temptations that were continually thrown before the elders, gave in- 
structions paramount to this, before you ordain a person to be a bishop, 
to take the charge of any one district or place, see that he has a wife 
to begin with ; he does not say ‘but one wife;’ it does not read so; 
but he must have one to begin with, in order that he may not be con- 
tinually drawn into temptation while he is in the line of his duty, 
visiting the houses of widows and orphans, the poor, the afflicted, 
and the sick in his ward. He is to converse with families, sometimes 
on family matters, and care for them, but if he has no wife, he is’ not 
so capable of taking care of a family as he otherwise would be, and 
perhaps he is not capable of taking care of himself. Now select a 
young man who has preserved himself in purity and holiness, one - 
who carried himself circumspectly before the people, and before 
God; it would not do to ordain him to the office of a bishop, for he 
may be drawn into temptation, and he lacks experience in family 
matters ; but take a man who has one wife at least; a man of ex- 

rience like thousands of our elders, men of strength of mind, who 


‘have determination \in them to preserve themselves pure under all 


circumstances, at all times, and in all places in their wards. Now 
Timothy select-such a man to be a bishop. 
A bishop in his calling and duty is with the church all the time ; 
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he is not called to travel abroad to preach, but is at home; he is not 
abroad in the world, but is with the saints. “ee 

When you have got your bishop, he needs assistance, and he ordaigs 
counsellors, priests, teachers, and deacons, and calls them to help him; 
and he wishes men of his own heart and hand to do this. Says he, 
‘| dare not even call a man to be a deacon, to assist mein my calling, 
unless he has a family.’ It is not the business of an ignorant 
young man, of no experience in family matters, to inquire into the 
circumstances cf families, and to know the wants of every person. 
Some may want medicine and nourishment, and to be looked after, 
and it is not the business of boys to do this; but select a man who 
has got a family to be a deacon, whose wife can go with him, and as- 
sist him in administering to the needy in the ward. 


These are simply my views in a few words on the subject, and 
always have been since J reflected on the doctrine that the fathers 
teach us in the Holy Scriptures. [I will venture to say that the view 
I take of this matter is not to be disputed or disapproved by Scripture 
or reason. 

I have no remarkable grounds upon which to say it was not the 
custom in ancient times for a man to have more than one wife, but 
every reason to believe that it was the custom among the Jews, from 
the days of Abraham to the days of the Apostle, for they were lineal 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, all of whom taught 
and practised the doctrine of plurality of wives, and were revered by 
the whole Jewish nation, and it is but natural that they should have 
respected and followed their teachings and example. 


I say to the congregation, treasure up in your hearts what you have 
heard to-night, and at other times. You will hear mere in regard to 
the doctrine, that is, our ‘ Marriage Regulations.’ Elder Hyde says 
he has only just dipped into it, but if it will not be displeasing to him, 
I will gay he has not dipped into it yet; he has only run round the 
edges @ the field. He has done so beautifully, that it will have its 
effect. But the whole subject of the marriage relation is not in my 
reach, nor is itin any other man’s reach on this earth. It is without 
beginning of days or end of years ; it is ahard matter to.reach. We 
can tell some things with regard to it; it lays the foundation for 
worlds, for angles, and for the Gods; for intelligent beings to be 
crowned with glory, immortality, and eternal lives. In fact, it is the 
end of the holy gospel of salvation—of the gospel of the Son of God ; 
it is from eternity to eternity. When the vision of the mind is 
opened, you can see a great portion of it, but you see it comparative- 
ly, as a speaker sees the faces of a congregation. ‘To look at, and 
talk to each individual separately, and thinking to become fully ac- 
quainted with them, only to spend five minutes with each would 
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consume too much time, it could not be easily done. So it is with 
~ the visions of eternity ; we can see and understand, but it is difficult 
to tell. May God bless you, amen.— Deseret News. 


ADDRESS OF P. P. PRATT ON THE OCCASION OF LAYING 
THE FOUNDATION STONES OF THE TEMPLE, ON 
APRIL 6, 1853. 


“ And when they shall say unto you, seek unto them that have 
familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep and mutter ; should not a 
people seek unto their God? For the living to hear from the dead ?”’ 

The foregoing text was copied by Nephi, from the Book of Isaiah, 
about six hundred years before Christ, and is now contained in the 
second Book of Nephi, chap. ix. 

For the last few years the world has been disturbed very much by 
alleged communications from the world of spirits. “ Mesmerism,” 
“ Clairvoyance,” “ Spiritual Knockings,” ‘“ Writing Mediums,” &c. 
are said to be channels of communication between the living and the 
dead. How often one meets with an invitation to seek to some 
“‘ medium ”—to some one “ familiar with spirits,” in order to hear 
from a deceased father, mother, husband, wife, or other relative or 
friend. 

On the other hand, these alleged communications from the spirit 
world are zealously opposed, on theyground that there is no such 
philosophy in nature; that there can be no medium of communication 
between the living and those who have passed the vale of death ; and 
that, therefore, all alleged communications from that source must 
necessarily be false. | | 

It becomes the Saints to be able on this, as on all other subjects, to 
judge correctly and understandingly, by their knowledge of the prin- 
ciples of true philosophy, and of the laws of God and nature. 

If on the other hand we admit the principle of communication be- 
tween the spirit world and our own, and yield ourselves to the unre- 
served or indiscriminate guidance of every spiritual manifestation, we 
are liable to be led about by every wind of doctrine, and by every 
kind of spirit which constitute the varieties of being, and of thought, 
in the spirit world. Demons, foul or unclean -spirits, adultrious or 
murderous spirits, those who love, or make a lie, can commune with 
beings in the flesh, as well as those who are more true and virtuous. 

Again—The spirits who are ignorant, uncultivated, and who re- 
main in error, can communicate through the same medium as those 
better informed. 

To illustrate this subject we will consider the telegraph wire as a 
mediun: of communication between New York and Boston. | 
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Thiough this medium a holy Prophet, or Apostle could communi- 
cate the holy and sacred words of truth ; while through the same, 
could be communicated words of truth in relation to news, business 
transactions, the sciences, &c.; and also every species of lie, error, 
imposition, traud, &e. Hence, if the peoplé of New York should 
submit to the guidance of beings in Boston who communicate with 
them by telegraph or other mediums, they would be guided by a 
mixture of intelligence, truth, error, falsehood, &c., in every conceiva- 
ble variety. So with communications from. the spirit world, if we 
once credit the philosophy or fact of an existing medium of commu- 
nication. 

If, on the other hand, we deny the philosophy, or the fact of spiritual 
communication between the liv'ng and those who have died, we deny 
the Very fountain from which emanated the great truths or principles 
which were the foundation of both the ancient and modern Church. 

Who communicated with Jesus and his deciples on the holy mount ? 
Moses and Elias, from the invisible world. Who bestowed upon the 
Apostles the commission to preach the gospel to every creature in all 
the world? He that had passed the vale of death, and had dwelt in 
the spirit world, yea, he that had ascended far on high, above the realms 
of death, and far beyond all principalities and powers of the spirit 
world, and had entered, and been crowned, in the mansions of im- 
mortal flesh. 

Who communicated with the beloved disciple on the Isle of Patmos 
and revealed those sublime truths contained in his prophetic book.? 
He that liveth and was dead, through his angel, who declared to 
John, “ Behold, I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren the Pro- 
phets, that have the testimony of Jesus. 

Who communicated with our great modern Prophet, and _re- 
vealed through him as a medium, the ancient. history of a hem- 
isphere, and the records of the ancient dead? Moroni, who had lived 
upon the earth fourteen hundred years before. Who ordained Joseph 
the Prophet, and his fellow servant, to the preparatory Priesthood, 
to baptize for the remission of sins? John the Baptist, who had been 
beheaded! Who ordained our first founders of the Apostleship, fb 
hold the keys of the kingdom of God, in these the times of restoration ? 
Peter, James, and John, from the eternal world. Who instructed 
him in the mysteries of the Kingdom, and in all things pertaining to 
Priesthood, law, philosophy, sacred architecture, ordinances, sealings, 
anointings, baptisms for the dead, and in the mysteries of the first 
second and third heavens, many of which are unlawful to utter ? 
Angles and spirits from the eternal worlds. 

Who revealed to him the plan of redemption, and of exaltation for 
the dead who had died without the Gospel ? and the keys and prepa- 
rations necessary for holy and perpetual converse with Jesus Christ, 


a 
~ q 


22 


and with the spirits of _ men made perfect, and with the general 
assembly and Church of the first-born, in the holy of holies? Those 
from the dead! 

Again—How do the Saints expect the necessary information by 
which to complete the minstrations for the salvation and exaltation 
of their friends who have died ? 

By one holding the keys of the oracles of God, as a medium through 
which the living can hear from the dead. 

Shall we, then, deny the principle, the philosophy, the fact, of com- 
munication between worlds? No! verily, no! 

The spiritual philosophy of the present age was introduced to the 
modern world by Joseph Smith. The people of the United States 
abandoned him to martyrdom, and his followers to fire and sword, 
and plunder, and imprisonment, and final banishment to these far off 
mountains and deserts, simply because a medium of communication 
with the invisible world had been found, whereby the living could 
hear from the dead. No sooner had the people and nation, thus 
guilty of innocent blood, completed the banishment of the Saints from 
their midst, than they began to adopt some of the same principles of 
spiritual philosophy, although in a perverted sense ot the word. 

Editors, statesmen, philosophers, priests, and lawyers, as well as 
the common people, began to advocate the principle of converse with 
the dead, by visions, divination, clairvoyance, knocking, and writing 
mediums, &c., &c. This spiritual philosophy of converse with the 
dead, once established, by labours, toils, sufferings, and martyrdom 
of its modern founders ; and now embraced by a large portion of the 
learned world, shows a triumph more rapid and complete—a victory 
more extensive, than has ever been achieved in the same length of 
time in our world. | 

A quarter of a century since, an obscure boy and his ossociates, in 
the western wilds of New York, commenced to hold converse with 
the dead. Now, vision, new revelation, clairvoyance, mediums, 
oracles, &c., are talked of and advocated as far as the modern press 
extends its influence, or steam its powers of locomotion. 

An important point is gained, a victory won, and a countless host 
of opposing powers vanquished, on one of the leading or fundamental 
truths of Mormon’ philosophy, viz.—“ That the living may hear 
from the dead.” 

But, notwithstanding these great victories of truth over error, ig- 
norance, and superstition, in certain points of spiritual hilosophy 
yet much remains to be done, ere pure, uncontaminated truth will 
reign triumphant, and darkness and error surrender their last strong- 
hold on the earth. 

The fact of spiritual communication being established, by which 
the living hear from the dead, bemg no longer a question of contro- 
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versy with the well informed, we drop the point, and call-attention to 
the means of discriminating, or judging between the lawful and the 
unlawful mediums or channels of communication—between the holy 
and impure, the truths, and falshoods, thus communicated. 

The words of our holy Prophet in our text, while they admit the 
principle of the living hearing from the dead, openly rebuke, and 
sharply reprove, persons for seeking to those who have familiar 
spirits, and to wizards that peep and mutter and remind us that a 
people should seek unto their God for the living to hear from the 
dead ! 

By what means then can a people seek unto their God for such an 
important blessing as to hear from the dead? 

And how shall we discriminate between those who seek to.Him, 
and those who seek the same by anlawiul means ? 

In the first place, no person can successfully seek to God for this- 
privilege, unless they believe in direct revelation in modern times. 

Secondly, it is impossible for us to seek Him successfully, and re- 
main in our sins. A thorough repentance and reformation of life is 
absolutely ese if we would seek to Him. 

Thirdly, Jesus Christ is the only name given under heaven, as a 
medium through which to approach to God. None then can be law- 
ful mediums, who are unbelievers in Jesus Christ, or in modern re- . 
velation; or who remain in their sins ; or who act in their own name, 
instead of the name appointed. 

And moreover, the Lord has appointed a holy priesthood on the 
earth, and in the heavens, and also in the world of spirits; which 
Priesthood is after the order or similitude of His Son; and has com- 
mitted to this Priesthood the keys of holy and divine revelation, and 
of correspondence, or communication between angels, spirits, and men 
and between all the holy departments, principalities, and powers, of 
His Government in all worlds. | 

And again—The Lord has ordained that all the most holy things 
pertaining to the salvation of the dead, and all the most holy con- 
versations and correspondence with God, angels, and spirits, shall be 
had only in the sanctuary of His holy Temple on the earth, when 
prepared for that a ge by His Saints; and shall be received and 
administered by those who are ordained and sealed unto this power, 
to hold the keys of the sacred oracles of God. 

To this same principle the Prophets Isaiah and Micah bear testi- 
mony, saying, that in the last days all nations shall go up tothe 
house (or Temple) ot the Lord, in order to be taught in His ways, 
and to walk in His paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, &c. 
Now it is evident that the people of all nations in the last days would 
be utterly unable to learn the ways of the Lord to perfection, in any 
other place except ina holy Temple erected among the mountains. 
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For if the oracles, and most holy ordinances, and the keys of the 
mysteries, could be had elsewhere, or in any other place, the people 
! would never take the pains to resort to one house amid the mountains 
in order to learn of His ways, and to walk in his paths.) 
It is, then, a matter of certainty, according to the things revealed 
to the ancient Prophets, and renewed unto us, that all the animal 
magnetic phenomena, all the trances and visions of clairvoyant states, 
all the phenomena of spiritual knockings, writing mediums, &c., are 
from impure, unlawful, and unholy sources; and that those holy and 
ehosen vessels which hold the keys of Priesthood in this world, in the 
spirit world, or in the world of resurrected beings, stand as far aloof 
from all these improper channels, or unholy mediums, or spiritual 
communications, as the heavens are higher than the earth, or as the 
mysteries of the third heaven, which are unlawful to utter, differ from 
the jargon of sectarian ignorance and folly, or the divinations of foul 
a and abandoned wizards, magic-mongers, jugglers, and fortune 
tellers. 
Ye Latter-day Saints! Ye thousands ofthe hosts of Israel! Ye 
are assembled here to-day, and have laid these Corner Stones, for the 
express purpose that the. living might hear from the dead, and that 
we may prepare a holy sanctuary, where “ the people may seek unto 
their God, for the living to hear from the dead,” and that heaven 
and earth, and the world of spirits, may commune together—that the 
kings, nobles, presidents, rulers, judges, priests, councillors, and se- 
nators, which compose the general assembly of the Church of the 
first born in all these different spheres of temporial and spiritual ex- 
| isfence, may sit in grand Council, and hold'a Congress or court on 
! the earth, to coficert measures for the overthrow of the “ mystery of 
i iniquity,” the thrones of tyrants, the sanctuaries of priestcraft and 
superstition, and the reign of ignorance, ‘sin, anid death. See 
Sainis! These victories will be achieved, and Jesus Christ and 

his Saints will subdue all opposing powers, ‘and attain to universal 
empire in heaven and on earth, as sure as innocent blood was ever 
shed on Mount Calvary, or the official seal broken on the door of the. 
tomb of the Son of God. This day’s work, in laying*these Corner 
Stones for a Temple, amid the mountains, is one advancing step in’ 
the progress of the necessary preparations for these mighty revolu- 
tions. 

‘Let Zion complete this Temple, let it be dedicated'to, and accepted 
by, the Almighty; let it be preserved in holiness according to the 
| laws of the holy Priesthood, and Zion shall not want for a man to 
| stand before the Lord, and to receive’ the oracles, and administer in 
| His holy sanctuafy, and to administer the keys of His’ government’ 
| upon the earth, | 

“While sun, or moon, or stars shall shine, 

Or principalities endure. 


; 
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Hf the Saints accomplish these things, and fail not to keep the 
commandments of Jesus Christ, and the counsels of his servants, the 
kingdoms of the world shall never prevail against them from this time 
forth and for ever. : | | 

But remember, O ye Saints of the Most High! remember, that the 
enemy is onthe alert. That old serpant and his angels, who have 
ruled this lower world, with few exceptions, for so many ages, will 
not tamely, and without a struggle, submit to have the kingdom, and 
seat of government, and sanctuary of our God, again erected on our 
planet, no more to ‘be thrown down or subdued, till every square 
yard of the vast dominion shall be re-conquered by its rightful 
owners. No! From the moment the ground was broken for this 
Temple, those inspired by him (Satan) have commenced to rage ; and 
he will continue to stir up his servants to anger against that which 
is good, but, if we are faithful, the victory is ours, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen.—M. Star. 


REVEALED RELIGION. 
BY E. W. TULLID@GE, 
There is no subject, perhaps, more thoroughly. misapprehendegthan “Re- 


vealed Religion.” Its nature is very faintly, and oftimes very erroneously; 
conceived. The general notions concerning it amount to this—that it is-not 
altogether adapted to man in this world, but is more applicable to his state 
in another. Men have always looked upon it with a jealous eye, as thou 
it would bring them into bondage. Instead of its being interwoven with 
very life of society, and circumscribing every movement of the world, .ithas 
been subordinate in the greatest degree, nor can men think of allowing.the | 
Universal King more than the tribute of a few formal ceremonies. 

Religion, ‘as it has existed among the nations, is foreign and unnatural, 
and consequently altogether impotent in leading the human family to:exal- 
tation and eternal happiness. Its ordinances are capricious, and its character 
is common-place and ating. To embrace it,- we have to: bend, -rather- 
than elevate ourselves in the scale of being, for, with-all: the profession of 
Christian nations, the most which they have possessed: through.a long. night 
of spiritual darkness is, -faith in the inspired records of former ages:- With- 
out the Spirit which dictated the ancient Prophets,-men have established 
systems by their own wisdom, and, therefore, ther most perfect. schemes 
have been powerless to effect the salvation of man. tr 

In treating of ‘“ Revealed Religion,” I would have it understood in its 
legitimate sense, and not as a loose, undefined thing. We cannot with pro- 
prety apply the term “ Revealed” to any Religion which does not admut of 
immediate and: continued revelation. ‘ Revealed Religion” is- essentially 
connected with theocratical institutions, in fact it is a Divine government 
expwessed by 4 synonymous term; and no people can be said to be in pos- 
session of it unless they are living directly under a Theocracy. To imagine 
that having a few books written by men who have: lived under such a 
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| government, will constitute us its subjects equally with tiem, is equivalent 

| to thinking that by reading the history of Greece we shall become Greeks. 

. Men have fallen into a great error in treating religion as, an abstract spe- 
culation, and making it evaporate in a few prayers and absurd ceremonies, 
inasmuch as it is real and practical government. Its aim and scope are to 
solve the social problem, and define the relation of man to man, and of man 
to God; to give the main motives of all actions, and to be the teacher of 
Art, Science, and Philosophy; in short, it is a Theocracy, which, viewed 
from what point you will, reveals its Divine source. 

God, as the Creator of all things, and the Author of our existence, has an 
unquestionable right to be acknowledged the Universal King. That man 
should be under His authority absolutely, is natural, consistent and just. 
It is natural, because He is the Great Father of the human family ; to Him 
we sustain a relation of a far more exaited character than to our earthly 
parents. It i, consistent, because His power, wisdom, aad love, are infinite ; 

# and His majesty is declared by all His works; while, on the other hand, 
our Best and wisest rulers are altogether incapable of governing the world 
in righteousness. To define the rights of all, and to deal out to them im- 
partially, according to their deserts ; to satisfy infinite wants and aspirations 
of the mind, and guide mankind to exaltation and eternal happiness, is a 
task more than human. Our sublimest efforts are immeasurably dispropor- 
tionate to the stupendous undertaking of a world’s government. Besides, 
the wicked oftimes reign, and the people mourn because thereof. Ever and 
anon sociegy is torn piecemeal by the ambitions and jealousies of its leaders. 
Then the earth groans under the burthen of her slain, and sickens at the 
rivers of blood forced upon her to drink by the crimes of men in authority. 
It is not an uncommon thing for the mnocent and virtuous to be oppressed, 
and forced to live and die in wretchedness and want; nor is it uhcommon 

| for the crafty and vile to sit in the councils of the nations, and revel in the 

luxuries of the earth. Therefore, a Divine government is the greatest 

q blessing which the human family could enjoy. 

| It is just, because all things come from God—by Him were they created, 

| and by Him are they upheld. The earth, and the fulness thereof, are the 

Lord’s ;and none can legally hold it, only in right of stewardship. All that 
|| . we are or have, is dependent on His power or benevolence, - it is 

4 just He should be the moral governor of all. It is also just to mankind, 

| inasmuch as the blessings of this life are pot righteously divided. Thousands 

are sent by want to an untimely grave, virtue is seldom rewarded, and hu- 
man institutions are utterly incapable of —y =. the cravings of the im- 
mortal soul. These things all prove that a divine government alone is ap- 


plicabletoman. 
' Herein consists sin—that men have departed from the government of 
| God! Not only is it sin in the abstract, but it is als6 sin in its uences. 


It is sin in the abstract—because we usurp the authority of God. It is sin 
7 in its consequences—inasmuch as the departing from Him, we leave the 
|| source of intelligence, purity, and exaltation. Ev which the world 
i makes from theocratical institutions, is one towards tion, misery, and 
| death. To assert that ‘‘ these things are no longer needed,” is equivalent 
| to saying that the wisdom of man is greater than that of God. ‘ It is an in- 
fallible sign of the darkness of the world, and of its fall from virtue and true 


| 
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religion. These things will always be needed, both in this state and that 
which is to come. 

It is one of the most absurd and d ing notions imaginable, to think 
that ‘‘Revealed Religion ” is an institution of wnnatural things, or that mi- 
racles and revelation were given only to establish the mission of Christ, and 
to make men believe in his teachings. In fact, the very spirit of Christian- 
ity is Divine government, and without it there is no Christianity. A theo- 
cracy is the most natural system which thé mind of man can conceive, and 
instead of wondering that it ever existed, we ought rather to wonder that it 
is not universal. 

What is more natural than that He who rules the day and night, upholds 
the planets, and directs their revolutions, who created man, and still must 
nourish the life which He gave—what is more natural than that He should 

vern us. 
<o is another absurd notion which obtains room in the minds of many, 
namiely, that God, in the of act creation, administered once forall ages—that 
He made things perfect, and endowed man with reason by which he might 
discover their laws, and obey them, at the same time affixing a penalty to 
disobedience. This notion may Be stated in plain language thu od 
having set the world a-going, left it to get on as best it might. And the 
ideas of the religious sects amount to much the same thing. True, they 
allow the consistency of His interfering a fem other times, but no more. 
Now the faith of the ancient heathens is certainly far preferable to the faith 
of the moderns. Although the gods of the heathens were considered capri- 
cious and defective, it was believed that they had some love for man, and 
took an immediate interest in his welfare. But the God of the moderns is 
believd to have no such weakness, it is supposed to be enough that He made 
men, and wil] hold them accountable for their actions. 

Admit the existence of a God, and the right and consistency of a . 
is established. Without Divine government, we live as though there were 
no God. This is obviously true, that an illustration of it may be found in 
every nation and every sect. Take the Christian nations, for instance, and 
there we find that God has no more to do with the government of the people, 
than as though he did not exist ; or if we view them in their religious c 
racter, it is no less true ; their faith is at most only a negative one, nor are 
they subject to His authority, any more than the unbeliever. In the pulpit, 
or among the flock, in the senate, or at the bar, in the life of a phil ; 
or in the life of a working man, the characteristic is practical Atheism. Yet 
with all this, how every one acknowl how necessary for the hapiness of 
the world, are correct teachings and exalted truths. Herein is the superiority — 
of civilization to barbarism, that it fosters wiser teachers, and reveals greater 
truths. Now this, [ apprehend to be the chief end of a theocracy. Who 
so wise a teacher as God, or who so qualified for the revealing of 
truths? Who so good a King, or so capable of exalting His kingdom? I say, 
again, that a Divine government is the most natural, and our wonder 
to be that it is not universal. The cause of the t unnatural state of 
society is given in the following striking language of Jeremiah—*Be astonish- 
ed, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid; be ye very desolate, saith 
the Lord. For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken 
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me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns 
that can hold no water.” | 

To bring the world again under the absolute dominion of its Creator, has 
been the design and end of every dispensation of God to man. For this the 
Prophets and holy men have preached repentance unto their apostate race, 
for this they suffered and laid down their lives, for this the Son of God left 
the courts and glory of his father; and this is redemption. 

Phat all things will be restored unto the government of God, is a point 
clearly stated in. the inspired records ; in fact, it was the great theme on 
which the ancient Saints delighted to dwell. The apostle Peter informs us, 
that the times of the restitution of all things had been spoken by all God's holy 
Prophets since the world began. Jesus instructed his disciples to pray that 
the kingdom of his father might come, and His will be done on the earth as it is 
in heaven. The great object of the mission of Christ, was to subdue all things — 
unto God; and when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the 
Son also be subject unto Him, that put all things under him, that God may 
be all in all.—M. Star. 


THE “CHRISTIAN HERALD” WEIGHED IN THE BALAN- 
CES OF SACRED TRUTH AND REASON, AND FOUND 
WANTING. 


Taree articles have appeared in the above named periodical on the funda- 
mental principals of revealed religion, namely, the person and character of 
God. These articles have controverted the views held by the church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, although that church as not been referred 
to by name; and have doubtless been written ostensibly for the purpose of 
ineldenesly counteracting the influence that the doctrines of the Saints is 
producing amongst the thinking (the unthinking are only moved by either 
priests or passions) portion of the inhabitants of these colonies. 

The Latter-day Saints hold that God our Father in heaven is a personage 
of tabernacle, and that His character, which is a- ‘‘ fulness of wisdom, know- 
ledge, truth, goodness, and love,” is communicable, and that wherever these 
are there God is in all His glory, power, and majesty. 

‘The first of these articles appeared on March the $rd, headed “The self 
existence of God ;””* the ieee: on March 10th, headed ‘“ The hidings of 
Deity ;,” the third, on May 12th, headed the “ Image of God.” 

We shall first exhibit some of the inconsistancies and contradictions con- 
tained in said articles, and then proceed to establish the views held by the 
Saints on this all important subject. In pursuing this investigation we shall 
be guided strictly by the following plain and positive law laid down in first 
of said articles :— 

“ Reason may be as lofty and inquisitive as she will whilst investigating 
the evidences of revelation ; but the moment she has formed her decision, 
and that decision that the Bible is the word of God, she is absolutely bound 
to-change her attitude and to receive with the greatest submission whatever 
is ht, whether it be beyond her comprehension or not.” 

“Nothing can be known of Him (God) but what he has been pleased to 


reveal.” 
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After laying down this law, to which no rational mind can demur, should . 


we not naturaly expect that the Christian Herald would, in its investigation of 
God, be strictly 

on its part be esteemed as a want of wisdom and consistency, but if it should 
entirely lay aside this law, and adopt another, and that an opposite one 
to the first, will not its inconsistency appear most glaring ; and must not its 
assumption to be a medium for disseminating saving truths be monsterous ; 
and must not its professed reception of the Bible as the only rule of faith, be 
worse than imposition; must it not be rank hypocracy. Lamentable must 
be the state of mind of an individual who could do this ; deplorable must be 
the moral sensibility of a body of educated clergy, who in solemn conclave en- 
dorse it, as did the Synod of Australia, by recording a vote of thanks to the 
Rev. James Coutts, Editor of the said journal. Although such conduct may 
appear almost incredible, it is nevertheless true, that the same writer who laid 
down tlie first law in the very same artic’¢, and on the very next page, 
makes the following statement :— 

‘When we would furnish our minds with some idea of God, we must 
throw ourselves into the fields of creation,” (not revelation) “and search 
after His footprints in the things which he has made.” (NOT IN THE 
BIBLE.) 

In the same article it is stated, that ‘‘the universe can afford us no like- 
ness of its author,” and in the third, that “the image of God can only -be 
found in His (man’s) soul the seat of his moral faculties.” We would ask 
the Editor, is not man his soul and moral faculties in the universe; and 
whether is one or both of these statements false. 

In the second article it is stated, that God demands homage, “ not so much 
by what he revealed as by what revelation He proclaimed obscure;” “it is 
probably essential to the very nature of God that he should hide himself!” 
“The God of Israel must be a God that hideth himself ;” ‘He (God) hideth 
himself even where He revealeth himself.” 

Who ever before published such nonsense, a person revealing —e 
by hiding it, a person demanding respect and concealing the gro 
on which that respect was claimed ; whoever heard of a person giving in- 
struction by keeping it back ; imparting knowledge by withholding it. This 
ignoront jargon is only equalled by the following :—* If we could compre- 
hend God we would not worship him.” -Does the comprehension of sov- 
ereign necessarily lead to disloyalty ; is itnot a,fact that the more thoroughly 
a child comprehends its father, the more ready it is to yield obedience ; did 
not Jesus Christ comprehend His and our father in heaven, and who equalled 
Him in honouring the father, who so devoted to obedience. Listen to him, 
“ Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness ; 
I have bread to eat that ye know nothing off; My meat and my drink 
is to do the will of. Him that sent me ; Not my will but thine be done ; It 
cannot be said that He did not pray to the father; did he not say, if I ask 
my father, He will give me a 
His desciplés, and all that should believe on Him through them ; and is he 
not the mediator between God and man; with whom does he mediate, is it, 
‘not with the Father in behalf of the children of men. ita 2 

This class of writers'are ever ready to cite the statement of Job in the 87 
‘chap. and 23 verse, ‘Touching the Almighty we cannot find him out.” This 


guided by the same ; and would not any. deviation therefrom - 


ion of angels ;” did not He also pray for’ - 


30 


‘is the | of the Christian Herald, and of all sectarian christendom, 
and how applicable to them as to Job the keen rebuke, administered by the 
Lord immediately following this declaration, ‘‘'Then the Lord answered Job 
out of the whirlwind and said, who is this that darkeneth counsel by words 
without knowledge; gird up now thy loins like a man for I will demand of 
thee, and ariswer thou me!” Job 28 ; 1, 2, 3, and what a check they may 
find to their vain philosophy, in the following humble and contrite confes- 
sion, ““T’hen Job answered the Lord and said, I know thou canst do every- 
thing, arid that no thought can be withholden from thee ; who is he that hideth 
_ counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood 
not ; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not; I have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear, but now MINE EYE SEETH THEE ; wherefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. Job 42; 1, 2, 4, 5, 6. . 

If the statement of the Hera/d be true not a soul of Adam’s posterity can 
be saved, salvation and eternal life are s ymous ; the Saviour said, this is 
eternal life to know God and His Son Jesus Christ. He also said that the 
pure in heart should see Ged. 

This awful condition of people and priests has been forcibly depicted by 
Isaiah in the 24 chapter, 1, 2, “ Behold the Lord maketh the empty, 
and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the 
inhabitants thereof, and it shall be as with the people so with the priests ; as 
with the servant so with the master : as with the maid so with her mistress ; 
* as with the buyer so with the seller ; as with the lenderso with the borrower ; 
as with the taker of usuary so with the giver of usuary unto him.” In the 
5th verse the reason of this state of things is assigned in the following words, 
“They have transgressed the law, ch the ordinances, and broken the © 
everlasting covenant,” for this cause they have lost the spirit by which the 
scriptures were dictated ; the which spirit was to lead into all truth, being 
destitute of this spirit, and having itching ears, they have heaped to them- 
selves teachers who teach for hire and divine for money. For this cause 
darkness covers the earth, and gross darkness the minds of the people, 
therefore the Lord hath decreed that the mhabitants thereof shall be burned, 
and few men left. O awake ye that slumber, awake. 


(To be Continued. ) 


THE CRIMEA. 
Casualities to the Brethren— isms—Interest in the Work, &c. 
Camp, Inkermann, 2 miles from Sebastopol, Dec. 21, 1854. 

Dear Brother Richards—Y our kind and welcome letter came safe to hand, 
after having been lost and found again near Balaklava by a seamen, who 
kindly brought it to the 49th regiment. For the counsel you so kindly sent 
we return you our grateful as it was much required by every one of 

Since last I wrote to you, we have had to pass through many trying and 
dreadful scenes. The 2nd Division, to which most of this Branch of the 
Church belongs, has been in three ral engagements, and in the last the 
brethren suffered severely, one—Priest Patrick Brodlé, was killed ; he 
fought as every soldier should—in the love and fear of God, and I féel to 
say, great will be his reward. Elder McLean was wounded in the arm, 
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which only kept him from his duty four days. Three of the brethren were 
wonnded—two slightly, the other brother—Peter Hay, has lost his ri 
arm, and he will have to return to England. I have written to Elder Gil- 
bert, at Chatham, so that he may be received when he arrives there, as he 
had no certificate with him, on account of my not being able to see him. 

We all feel the solemnity of our t position, and let what may come 
we feel to say, Thy will be done, O Lord. 

No one, but those who have been in similar situations to what we have, 
can form any idea of the horrors of the field of battle. God grant the time 
may not be far distant when we may be released from such scenes. 

One only have we baptized since I wrote last, but I have the pleasing 
news to say, that many would be baptised if we had time and ge 
Some who departed in the late engagements died believing the latter-day 
work. At the present time we can do but little, as we cannot hold a meet- 
ing to , but we converse with many when we have an opportunity, 
which has done much good. 

Elders Ross and Higgins, and Teacher W. Walker, have been very sickly 
of late. / Their faith is good, and I hope they will soon be well again. The 
remainder of the brethren are doing well. As for myself, God has been 

, kind, and merciful to me, for which my heart bounds with love towards 


On the 19th of December, being on out-lying picket, ‘‘ Mormonism” was 
brought forward, and seeing an opportunity, I rose and testified to the work. 
The Spirit of God was with me, and [ brought before those that would 
listen the first principles of the Gospel. When I sat down, Satan sent his 
- to play, and from the mouth of one there came nothing but sweari 
and cursing at God’s holy word and his servants. I told him that God made 
him, and had protected him so far, but if he tempted the Lord, His wrath 
would come on him before long. He kept on for some time. At two o'clock 
the next day this man was dead. 

Elder Higgins has sent forme. I hear that he is very bad. Please to 
excuse this scrawl. I will write again first opportunity. 

Yours in the everlasting Covenant, 

From the M. Star. Hewry Rossett. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM JAMES WARBY, FORMERLY 
OF THE WILLIAMS RIVER BRANCH. 
: San Bernardino, Aug. 28th, 1854 
Dear Father and Mother,—I feel it a great pleasure to write to you to 
let you know that we are all well, and in good health at present, for which 
I feel to thank God. 
My Dear Brothers and Sisters I feel somewhat like giving you my testi- 


mony to this work, and that is, that Mormonism is true, that it is the 
work of the Lord in these last days, and blessed is he that o it, and 
lives up to it, and he that doeth it not will be damned, for the has said 
80, there is no two ways about it. 


I am happy to inform you that I like this country very much ; I have 
been harvesting and have earned as much wheat as will serve us for 12 
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